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Description

William Yates (British, 20th Century)
St. Paul's Cathedral from Ludgate Hill, London
Oil on board, circa 1970
Signed on the reverse

William Yates was a talented Modern British painter whose expressive architectural landscapes captured
the enduring character of Britain's great cities through bold, atmospheric compositions. Working during the
latter half of the twentieth century, he embraced a highly painterly approach, employing vigorous palette
knife work, richly textured impasto and a restrained tonal palette to reinterpret familiar landmarks with
remarkable energy and emotion. His paintings occupy a compelling position between representation and
abstraction, reflecting the influence of post-war British Expressionism while remaining firmly rooted in the
traditions of landscape and architectural painting.

This powerful monochrome composition presents an evocative view of St. Paul's Cathedral, Sir Christopher
Wren's masterpiece and one of London's most recognisable landmarks. Rather than focusing on
architectural precision, Yates seeks to capture the cathedral's commanding presence within the ever-
changing atmosphere of the capital. The great dome rises majestically above the surrounding streets,
emerging from a dynamic network of expressive brushstrokes and heavily textured palette knife passages
that dissolve buildings into shimmering planes of light and shadow.

Executed almost entirely in tones of charcoal, slate grey, white and silver, the painting possesses a
remarkable sense of depth and movement. Thick layers of paint create a richly tactile surface, allowing light
to play across the impasto and continually transform the work as the viewing conditions change. Broad
sweeping strokes animate the sky, suggesting drifting cloud and rain, while the fragmented architecture
below conveys the bustle and vitality of the City of London without sacrificing the monumentality of its
historic skyline.

A single, brilliantly judged touch of crimson provides the composition's only strong colour accent,
immediately drawing the eye and introducing a subtle suggestion of life within the otherwise restrained
palette. This sophisticated use of colour demonstrates the artist's confidence and understanding of visual
balance, reinforcing the dramatic impact of the monochromatic scheme while adding an unexpected point of
focus.

Yates' expressive handling recalls the work of important Modern British painters such as Frank Auerbach
and Leon Kossoff, whose celebrated interpretations of London's architecture similarly favoured atmosphere,
texture and emotional resonance over strict topographical accuracy. Yet Yates maintains his own distinctive
voice, producing works that are both highly decorative and deeply evocative of London's enduring
architectural grandeur.

Painted circa 1970, this striking oil on board is an excellent example of William Yates' mature style.
Combining bold expressionist technique with one of Britain's most iconic architectural subjects, it offers
exceptional decorative appeal and would make a distinguished addition to any collection of Modern British
art, London cityscapes or twentieth-century architectural painting. Its sophisticated monochrome palette and
dramatic surface te...
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