DAVID BROOKER
FINE ART

19th century French, Surrender of the French at Huningen Fort to
the Austrians

David Brooker Fine Art
UK: +44 (0)7870 851 498 « US +1 203 232 2807
info@davidbrooker.com « www.davidbrooker.com




REF: 2370

Height: 149.86 cm (59")
Width: 116.84 cm (46")

Description

Wonderful French period copy of the famous painting by Jean-Baptiste Edouard Detaille, which the original
is now in a museum in Paris.

This piece came from a private collection in New Jersey where it had been since it was purchased in
France back in the 1950s. The previous owner was an Art dealer in NYC during the 1950s-70s and she
kept some of her favorite paintings, this being one of them.

The piece was re-framed in the 1990s

In 35 years of dealing in paintings, | have never seen another example of this scene, it is very rare.!
History of the scene:

In the Siege of Hiiningen (27 November 1796 — 1 February 1797), the Austrians captured the city from the
French. Huningen is in the present-day Department of Haut-Rhin, France. Its fortress lay approximately 2.5
miles (4.0 km) north of the Swiss city of Basel and .5 miles (0.80 km) north of the spot where the present-
day borders of Germany, France, and Switzerland meet. During the time of this siege, the village was part
of the Canton of Basel City and the fortress lay in an area contested between the German states and the
First French Republic.

The siege occurred within the French Revolutionary Wars during which Revolutionary France ranged itself
against a Coalition that included most of the states with which it shared land or water borders. In particular,
France was at odds with the European monarchies, who initially feared for the safety of Louis XVI and his
wife, who was the sister of the Holy Roman Emperor. Fighting, which began in 1792, had been
inconclusive. Fighting in 1795 had largely favored the Coalition; the Campaign in the Rhineland in 1796,
though, had pushed the Coalition forces far into the German states; the Coalition forces had pushed back
and, at the end of the summer's fighting in 1796, the Austrian force under command of Archduke Charles
had succeeded in pushing the French back to the Rhine.

With the conclusion of the Battle of Schliengen on 24 October, the French army withdrew south and west
toward the Rhine. Forces commanded by Jean Charles Abbatucci and Pierre Marie Barthélemy Ferino
provided the rear guard support and the main force retreated across the Rhine into France. The French
retained control of the fortifications at Kehl and Hiiningen and, more importantly, the téte-du-ponts
(bridgeheads) of the star-shaped fortresses where the bridges crossed the Rhine. The French chief
commander, Jean-Victor Moreau, offered an armistice to the Austrian commander, which the archduke was
inclined to accept. He wanted to secure the Rhine crossings and then send troops to northern Italy to
relieve Dagobert Sigmund von Wurmser at besieged Mantua; an armistice with Moreau would allow him to
do that. However, his brother, Francis Il, the Holy Roman Emperor, and the civilian-military advisers of the
Aulic Council categorically refused such an armistice, forcing Charles to order simultaneous sieges at Kehl
and Huningen. These tied his army to the Rhine for most of the winter. He himself moved north with the
bulk of his force to invest the larger crossing at Kehl, and instructed Karl Aloys zu Furstenberg to conduct
the siege in the south by Basel. While the Austrians besieged these Rhine crossings, Moreau had suf...
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